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Tiivistelmä-Referat-Abstract
This case study analyses the economic operations of a group of Lusaka-based businesswomen in the formal economy. In the study, these
businesswomen are considered 'new' since through their entrepreneurship they have actively adapted to the 1990s liberalisation of Zambian
economy. There are signs indicating that the Zambian entrepreneurial development does not follow the modern trajectories, which makes
entrepreneurship an interesting research topic.
The concepts of economic citizenship and strategy are launched to understand individual operations in the context of state regulation and social
setting. On one hand, I will examine the Zambian neoliberal tax policy and its impact on the economic operations and decision-making of the
new businesswomen, such as tax registration. On the other hand, the empirical data from the interviews with businesswomen and from the
Zambian literature and magazines are examined to grasp together a full picture of the social elements that influence businesswomen's economic
operations.
The study reveals that the economic citizenship of the new Lusaka businesswomen builds on a complex set of norms and responsibilities and is
more likely based on the duties than on the rights of a citizen. The economic strategies of the businesswomen do not solely reflect the market
rationalities, but also responsibilities towards the nation, employees and the extended family. The traditional connotations of female decency
influence new businesswomen's operations as well.
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